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Location: 5195 Magdalen Street, Niagara Falls, Ontario

Keys: 41

Amenities: Restaurant with 70 seats, breakfast-in-bed room service, full-service spa, on-site parking

Square Footage: 35,000 ft2

Floors: 2 above-grade plus basement level

PROPERT Y OVERVIE W

BUILDING HISTORY
The original building, built in 1928, was designed to house Cairns Creameries, a dairy manufacturing plant that “was one of 
the largest dairies and ice cream producers in the region.” (Ontario’s Finest, 2023) Cairns was acquired by Borden Dairy 
Company shortly after the building was finished and operated up until 1974. After the dairy closed, “the building saw a 
succession of bars such as Castle Rock and the Basement.”  (Cipryk, 2010)

In 2005, hotelier Ashak Merani purchased the derelict building and tasked his son, Faisal, to oversee the conversion 
of the old creamery building into a luxury boutique hotel. (Fink, 2017) Merani Hotel Group hired St. Catherines-based 
architectural firm, ACK Architects, who sought to maintain elements of the original building. This can be seen in the exposed 
ceiling beams, as well as the signature 3 storey “milk bottle entrance” that still stands at the front of the Sterling Inn & Spa.” 
(Penaloza, 2019)

It appears as though ACK Architects were re-engaged in 2014 to update the interiors as the original beige walls with red 
accents throughout seem to have been replaced with bright white walls and blue and grey accents. 

On the website, they claim to be “the only boutique hotel in 
Niagara Falls” (Sterling Niagara, 2023) and, though it ‘checks 
the boxes’ (small, personalized service, historic conversion, 
independently owned, etc), the interior design lacks the 
character and “insta-worthiness” of some of the top boutique 
hotels.

Figure 4. Vintage photo of the Cairns 
Creamery

Let’s set the stage:

NIAGAR A FALLS 1928.. .
While the Cairns Creamery (now Sterling Inn & Spa) was being built to house Frederick Melville 
(FM) Cairn’s growing dairy processing operations, Niagara Falls was also booming.

It was an exciting time in the region. 

DA
RE

-DEVILRY
Dare-devilry was making  international 
head-lines. Jean Albert Lussier created 
a “rubber ball” and went over the falls, 
making him the “Hero of Niagara.” 

HYDRO
EL

ECTRICITY Hydroelectric  power from the well-
established  Sir Adam Beck Generating 
Station  (est. 1922) was bringing all sorts 
of technology to the region.. The novelty 
of the power plants even attracted British 
royalty and the Prince of Wales (Edward 
VIIII) paid the area a visit. 

ELECTRIC RAILWAY STATION

A beautiful new Canadian National 
Electric Railway station, the Tower 
Inn, opened. The terminal, called “the 
world’s most beautiful electric railway 
station” (Parkins-Sciberras, 2022) 
was a midway point between Toronto 
and Buffalo, New York, bringing new 
people through the region.

TO
UR

IST CAMPS

New paved roads also brought automobile-
owning tourists in droves. Tourist camps were 
super popular in the summer months, with 
owners adding communal facilities and rustic 
cabins. PRO

HI
BITION TOURISM

Prohibition had, effectively, 
ended (or lessened) in 
Canada in 1927, but it 
wouldn’t end in the United 
States for another six years. 
Local hoteliers capitalized on 
the spate of American tourists 
coming across to Niagara 
Falls to enjoy drinking, 
dancing, music, and general 
partying.

Tara Hunt Oxsana Makhnatch
I describe myself as a “recovering marketer.” I spent over 
22 years in marketing and graphic design and had a 
pretty successful career (was named one of the Pioneers 
of Social Media Marketing in Inc. and Fast Company, ran 
a successful company, wrote a business bestseller, spoke 
at over 200 conferences around the world)...but I fell out 
of love with my work (and social media) and decided to 
change careers mid-life...now I’m here!

I live in the Eastern Townships of Quebec with my 
husband, pug, and cat...have a grown (30-year-old) son 
who lives in Calgary, and I look forward to going into 
commercial design. I particularly love office design.

----

For the presentation, I focused on the upper two floors 
and did the plans, elevations, ff&e, rcp, and renderings for 
the lobby, corridor, and guest room.

Hi there, I’m Oxsana, and I’m currently in my third year 
of bid. In addition to being a full-time mom and wife, I 
work as an orthodontic dental assistant. My son is almost 
twelve years old, my husband is in the military, and we 
have a Belgian mallinoi dog named Shadow, he’s one. 
Together, these three make quite a handful. I chose to 
change occupations because I wanted a more creative 
career and since drawing is something I enjoy doing a lot. 
I’m excited about new beginnings and new opportunities. 
My ultimate goal is to construct individual residences or 
continue in the hospitality industry, specializing in dentist 
office architecture, as the majority are in dire need of 
modernization. 

---

For the presentation, I focused on the lower level and did 
the plans, elevations, ff&e, rcp, and renderings for the 
speakeasy.
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EB ULL IE NCE
e·bul·lience/ib’ul.i.əns/

Ebullience (the quality of being cheerful and full of 
energy) captures the exuberance, enthusiasm, and 
zest for life that was in the air in 1928.

The word, itself, originates from the Latin word 
ēbullientem (“to boil over”) and the root (bulla) 
means “bubble”, which we love because it reminds 
us of champagne.

Like an overflowing glass of champagne in a 
Niagara Falls speakeasy, ebullience captures the 
effervescent gaiety of the era.

Concept:

FIG. 14

PL AYFUL
The design should be a little puckish with some 
tongue-in-cheek humour, wry commentary, and an 
undercurrent of whimsy (without being silly).

INDULGENT
1928 was a year of bon vivant! The design should 
be decadent, luxurious, and a little showy. That 
being said, a mix of bohemian with the high end 
would be just right.

BRAZEN
The insouciance of the era led to many bold 
decisions in life and in design. Our approach 
should be as unencumbered, with just a dash of 
naughty.

WORLDLY
The 1920s was an era of wanderlust. Railways 
presented new freedoms and people were taking 
in more international culture. We aim to bring the 
world to Niagara Falls. INSPIRATIONINSPIRATION
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BRANDING PRIMARY PALE T TE:
Hunter Green + Gold

Neutrals: Greys, Black + White

SECONDARY PALE T TE:
Warm spice brown, dark clay, chocolate brown.

The Melville name comes from original owner, 
Frederick Melville Cairns (otherwise known as 
‘F.M.’), Born 1887. (Niagara Falls Public Library, 
2020) A pillar of the community, it seems a suiting 
way to honour the building’s legacy.

According to Ancestry.com, Frederick M. Cairns 
was married to Tilly La Rue Campbell Cairns 
(what a fabulous name, perfect for a restaurant or a 
speakeasy, no?). 

FIG. 67

Materials  Over view

Branding Colours Over view

LOBBY

SPE AKE ASY

CORRIDOR

KING ROOM

Closeup Elevation view 
of lobby washroom sign 
(with glowing LED) - 
demonstrating how even 
a bathroom sign can be 
“ebullient”
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HOTEL DESIGN OVERVIE W

Fig. 18

The aim of this redesign was to completely transport the visitor to another time and place. This begins with the entrance. Though not part of the mandate, it was one of the 
first adjustments I tackled. 

Though the milk bottle was a fun idea for the creamery, it looks awkward out of context. Because the era we’re focused on is Art Deco, we’ve borrowed from the Miami 
version of the period for the exterior.

Rendered Floor  Plans

Axonometric
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Second Level  Furniture PlanFirst  Level  Furniture Plan
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ROOM T YPES
Room Theme s

In the final design solution, there are 5 ADA-compliant rooms (the minimum is 10% of the rooms and we have 30, so we created two additional). There are nine (9) themes and seven (7) 
configurations. The themes are Daredevils, Hydroelectric Age, Prohibition, Age of Train Adventure, Welland Ship Canal, Cairns Creamery, Tourist Camps, The Underground Railroad, the Maid of 
the Mist, and Going to the Pictures. 

Here is a brief description of each theme:

DAREDEVILS

Jean Lussier went over the falls in a rubber ball in 1928. This room tells the stories of Lussier and other “daredevils” who braved the journey over the falls.

HYDROELECTRIC AGE

Sir Adam Beck generating station was operating on Niagara falls and brought many to the area to marvel at it (including the crown prince!). This room pays homage to the electric age and tells 
this story.

PROHIBITION

In the 1920’s, Niagara Falls Canada was a hot spot for Americans looking to go to clubs that offered drinking and dancing. This room will tell this story as well as feel a little ‘naughty’ and 
underground.

THE AGE OF TRAIN ADVENTURE

Niagara Falls was home to the Tower Inn CN Electric Railway Station and served a midway point between Toronto and Buffalo. This room will celebrate electric train travel and the CN Railway 
travel adventures as well as the Tower Inn station.

THE WELLAND SHIP CANAL

Business was booming in 1928, partially due to the construction of the Welland Ship Canal. This room celebrates the canal and the tycoons of Canadian business who were created.

CAIRNS CREAMERY

A celebration of the original intent of the building, but also fun and light with ice cream whimsy and softer colours. Great for the girls weekend.

TOURIST CAMPS

New paved roads brought automobile-owning tourists, who would camp in communal grounds near the falls. This room has some camping/cabin references as well as tells this story.

THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD

Between 1796 and 1949, the Underground Railroad aided an estimated 40,000 African American slaves in their escape to the more tolerant northern American states, or ultimately to the 
freedom of Canada. Fort Erie, Ontario became a popular crossing for freedom seekers because of its proximity to Buffalo, New York. This room celebrates the heroes and tells the story.

THE MAID OF THE MIST

The Haudenosaunee and Anishinaabek people lived in the region long before the European settlers arrived in the 17th Century. This room honours the stories of the Thunder Beings who lived 
behind the falls and fought the giant serpents (who wanted to attack the indigenous people), tells the Indigenous version of the Maid of the Mist, and educates on the tribes who call the area 
home still to this day.

GOING TO THE PICTURES

George Reid bought the Kitchener Theatre on Queen Street in 1925 and introduced moving pictures. There was a projectionist, his assistant, and three people who provided 
piano accompaniment for these new silent movies. From vaudeville to silent movies to the “talkies,” the theatre continued to be a source of entertainment for the town. This room 
features the movies that likely played at the theatre in 1928, complete with the ability to watch some of them (popcorn machine included).

Area Over viewADA Compliant Rooms (Green)
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DESIGN CONCEPT: LOBBY For the lobby, we wanted to make an extra ebullient first impression. “Big Glam Energy” was thrown around liberally. A sweeping marble 
staircase, showstopping chandeliers (4 of them in total), a mix of glamourous gold and emerald wallpapers, plush deco-inspired seating, 
mixed marbles, and a lot of light fill this lobby to leave a wow first impression. There’s lots of history here, too, with framed black and white 
images of Niagara’s history and the vintage images that inspired us.

Floorplan

Much of the lobby is open all the way to the roof, which is lined with skylights. This fills the area with light during the day and stars at night.

Traditional marble checkerboard patterned floors fill the large space and more marble makes the treads of the staircase.  A custom 
designed semi-circular check-in desk (invoking the “bottle” circular entrance) with glowing onice sultano onyx panels (LED backed) 
accommodates multiple  guest abilities (ADA compliant section).  The staff has a private entrance to a secure luggage storage behind the 
vintage Niagara train photo at the curve behind the desk (with more built-in custom storage). 

There are multiple seating options in the lobby. Two sofa and chair configurations flank the entrance and additional benching surrounds 
columns near the Bistro entrance. A tree or a stage or any sort of installation can rest in the crook of the stair curve, but additional seating 
can also be moved here.

PT4 PT5 PT6

WP2

LT21

LT6 FN22 FN23 FN18 FN21

FN24 FN25 FN26 FN27

LT13/14 LT1 LT4/5 LT34 LT7 LT32/33 LT8/9

WP3 WP6 WP7 TX9TX8TX6
WD1

ST1

ST7 ST6

ST8

FF&E

East Elevation

We st Elevation

North Elevation

South Elevation

RCP
In this elevation, you can see the 79” HOPE 
Chandeliers, hung 12’ A.F.F. in order to bring 
lots of light into lower level. You can also see 
the various levels of the checkin desk. You’ll 
also see that there is an abundance of wall 
sconces on both levels (they are dimmable 
and can be put on sensors). In the rendered 
elevation, you get a sense of the materials 
used for the checkin desk as well as the 
various wallpapers. The wallpaper choices 
surrounded a grouping of similar hues and 
tones that could create depth. We wanted 
the lobby to shine like a jewel, so it was 
fitting that the main lower level wallpaper 
is Marquise Geo in Emerald. This striking 
vintage-throwback patterned paper is part 
of a coordinated series of tones and textures 
that allowed for layering and depth in the 
lower level, especially under the balcony. 
From there, we found the Mirissa Wallpaper 
by Albany in blue and gold, but with a similar 
blue-green hue.

On the West Elevation side, you’ll find 
the sweeping staircase, the smaller HOPE 
Chandelier, the Statuario Vagli marble 
slab wall, and the collection of vintage 
Niagara and 1920’s photographs. We’ve 
included a schedule of these images and 
their references to follow. Each one of 
them is either from historic Niagara Falls, 
Ontario, Canada, or New York State (and 
most in the 1920’s), except for the images 
of Tilly Losch, the inspiration for our own 
Tilly’s.

In both images, you can also see the 
custom made brass washroom sign.

Once again, there are multiple layers and options for lighting in this space.

The ambient light is provided by the Cooper Shaper wall sconces in 25” + 37”, the 
Schoolhouse pendants by OCL, recessed downlights by FARO, and, in the daytime, the 
ample daylight.

On the task layer, there are LOLA directional spotlights at many junctures where the 
wall and ceiling lights can’t reach. There are also the Nami suspension lamps over the 
concierge/check in desk and Mayfair table lamps.

Decoratively, the multiple Hope chandeliers (3 x 79” diameter lights and 1x 43” diameter) 
are hard to beat, but the Phenomenon mouth-blown flamingo pink glass floorlamps and 
the LED backed golden onyx on the checkin desk attempt to take some attention. 

Additionally, there is a custom-made polished brass washroom directional sign with LED 
and the emergency exit sign at the door.
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3D Renderings

3D Rendering of the view of the front entrance from the Check-In / Concierge Desk

3D rendering of the view from the balcony, looking down to the open lobby.

3D Rendering from standing at the bottom of the stairs, looking at 
the Check-In desk

3D rendering of the perspective while sitting in the lounge area to 
the East of the entry doors (beside the Check-In/Concierge desk).
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DESIGN CONCEPT: CORRIDOR
The inspiration for the corridor came from 
looking at multiple boutique hotels and seeing 
that they focus on creating a multi-layered, 
cozy journey from the front desk to the guest 
room. That transition needed to be one that 
created nostalgia, transporting the guest to 
another time. Warm Victorian libraries and 
gentleman’s clubs came to mind as the mood 
we wanted to create.

Rendering

3D rendering of the perspective of a guest entering the corridor towards their room.

WP1

LT12 LT30 LT7 LT11 LT34 LT3

WD12 WD8 WD3 CP1 WD7

Dark walnuts were chosen for this project to reflect the 
woods of the era. A chevron patterned floor (WD7) 
was chosen rather than the usual plank flooring to bring 
some additional luxury to the wood flooring throughout. 
A carpet runner (A custom colour CD502 by Signature 
Park- CP1) was chosen in a geometric pattern that 
mirrors the meandering of the hallway layouts. These 
carpet tiles are also easy to replace if damaged and 
are a good choice for a well-traveled hallway. The 
Alford Wallpaper by Etoffe brought us back to the early 
20th Century and the dark background creates a cozy 
mood.

The finishes for the walls deploys a Victorian wainscoting technique, but it’s also practical. 
There may be lots of scuffs and bumps into these walls as guests pull luggage at various 
hours of the day. The black-stained oak paneling will protect the lovely floral patterned 
Alford Wallpaper by Etoffe.

Floorplan East  Elevation

We st Elevation

Reflected Ceil ing Plan

FF&E

There are several layers of lighting 
to set the mood while still minding 
the guest’s safe passage. Cove 
lighting in the ceiling, along with the 
Estadio wall sconces, creates a soft, 
indirect lit ambiance, while the LOLA 
spotlights create a bit of extra light 
on the door (in case of fumbling 
through a handbag for your card 
key). 

The Alfi Wall lamp accents (and 
creates decorative touches) to 
light up the room numbers. Finally, 
the emergency routes are clearly 
marked with light-up LED signage.

The layout of the corridors is meandering, no 
matter which floor or bank of rooms. The idea is to 
create a sense of mystery and build anticipation. 
The meandering journey to locate your room 
means that, by the time you enter the suite, you’ll 
be completely transported into another world.

Marked here are the footlight sconces (LT3) that 
help light the way.
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DESIGN CONCEPT: GUEST ROOM

WP4 PT2 PT3 TL5 ST3 WD13 WD7

TL7

PL4

LT7

PL3

LT24/26

PL6

LT19

ACC1 PL5

LT27

EQ7

MI2

LT18/25

EQ6

ACC2

LT21

FN12

EQ8

MI1

LT20

FN10

LT4/5

FN14

LT28

FN15

LT29

FN11

EQ5

WD1

ST5 MT1

WD4 TX1 TX5 TX2

CP2

There will be several room themes throughout the Melville, but this Standard King room we designed to pay homage to the Sir 
Adam Beck Niagara Generating Station, built in the early 20th Century and celebrated in the 1920’s as one of the most productive 
hydroelectric producers in North America.

With the theme rooms, it’s important that the theme is elegantly presented...with a purpose. The main colours for the room were 
chosen to represent the materials of industry: copper, bronze, iron, concrete, and steel. However, we didn’t want the room to 
look industrial, so the tones are softer and homier. The custom designed millwork that runs along the east wall uses walnut, cane, 
Emparador dark gold/brown marble, and brass and the wall behind it is covered in a gold geometric print that reminded us of 
copper piping. This “piping” shape is continued in the chaine homme tiles in the bathroom.

Several images, including a mural done in an Art Deco poster style, tells the story of the generating station throughout the room.

Here, you can see the layout of the room. The shower is enclosed from the room with a lower tiled half-wall 
and an upper glass block wall in a curved shape, much like a hydroelectric turbine engine. The floor tiles in the 
bathroom are a white slip-free with gold sparks connecting them, while the aforementioned chaine homme tiles 
in Haystack yellow line the shower walls and sink backsplash. 

There is an area rug under the bed in a tobacco orange finish (with an oscillating texture pattern - much like 
AC/DC!), but, otherwise, the floors are in the chevron walnut pattern. The hardwood floors makes it easier to 
be dog-friendly, which is important to young travelers today.

Floor Plans

FF&E

The East Elevation shows the custom-designed millwork in it’s full length. Starting at the door with a small coat closet, then hangers and a place to set a suitcase. The next bunk has 
a soft seat cushion bench for sitting to tie shoes and a mirror (there is under cabinet lighting). There are shelves for extra pillows, blankets, towels and anything else the guest needs. 
When the unit expands into the room, there is a mini bar with SMEG mini appliances and drawers with tea and snacks. Then comes a built in desk with a lamp, the entertainment unit 
with drawers and shelves, and, finally, a little banquette for doing extra work or eating your in-room service (you can pull up the table from the seating area). 

The West Elevation is a jogged line to reveal the bathroom interior. Here, you can see the height of the decorative pendant in the toilet stall. There is a custom-designed vanity with lots 
of counter space and storage (and an artist sink), two mirrors, an LED shaving mirror, and a large walk-in shower (6’ diameter) with a rain shower head. You can see the half wall and 
glass block, allowing more light into the bathroom, but creating some privacy just in case the guest is shy. In the living area, you see the full-wall custom mural. The table invokes quarry 
stones, the shape of the small sofa is very Art Deco, anD the canopy bed brings a grandeur. 

East  Elevation
RCP

We st Elevation

North Elevation

There are many layers of lights in this 
room for any guest need.

Once again, cove lighting is used, but 
only in the hallway from the door to the 
sleeping area. The cove lighting and 
the undercabinet lighting built into the 
millwork provide enough light for door 
tasks. There is also an LED closet rod that 
illuminates the closet.

In the bathroom and main living area, 
tiny, but powerful downlights create a 
general ambiance, proving more light 
where needed (and controlled in zones). 

For task lighting, there is a vanity sconce 
and light-up shaving mirror in the 
bathroom. In the toilet room, there is a fun 
pendant lamp to add a bit of glamour to 
the deed. 

There are several LOLA spots for tasks 
built into the millwork and a floor lamp 
for reading in the sitting area. There 
are two headboard lamps built-into 
the headboard that turn on and off 
automatically.

An additional pendant hangs over the 
canopy bed for decorative drama.
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3D Renderings

3D rendering from the perspective of entering the main part of the room (standing in the hallway).

3D rendering from the perspective of propped up on the right side of the bed, watching the 
television.

3D rendering from the perspective of lying on the left side of the bed.

3D Rendering of the bathroom, looking into the shower.
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